EECTUKE IV.

KOME, THE CAPITAL OF CATHOLICISM.

IN the primitive Christian community, the impor-
tance of Churches was in proportion to their apos-
tolical nobility: nothing could be simpler. The
guarantee of orthodoxy was the diadoche, the epis-
copal succession by which the great Churches were
connected with the apostles. A direct succession
was a very strong warrant of agreement in doctrine;
the greatest possible importance was attached to it.
But what shall we say of a Church founded both by
Peter and by Paul ? It is clear that such a Church
would be regarded as having a real superiority over
all others. To have succeeded in establishing this
belief was the masterpiece of that cleverness which
characterized the Church of Eome. By the time

L 2